
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1131June 28, 2000
Korean war. We owe them a debt of gratitude
which we can never repay. For these are the
men and women who risked their lives to de-
fend the freedom of another country, and in
doing so defended our own freedom.

I am very proud to represent the many vet-
erans who reside in New York’s 12th District.
Today, however, I would like to take a mo-
ment to commemorate the valor of one of
those veterans. Mr. Miguel Bach, who is one
of my constituents, is highly decorated veteran
of the Korean war. He served in Korea with
the 7th Infantry Division and the 45th Infantry
Division. While on active duty in Korea in De-
cember of 1952, then Private First Class Bach
was wounded during a battle in North Korea.
For this he was awarded the Purple Heart. He
later attained the rank of staff sergeant. In ad-
dition to the Purple Heart, Staff Sgt. Bach has
been awarded with the Silver Star, Legion of
Merit and the Bronze Star for his service to
the nation.

This nation owes its many freedoms to the
thousands of men and women who have
shown courage, such as that displayed by
Staff Sgt. Bach. I wish to personally thank
each and every one of our combat veterans.
On this day I specifically wish to extend my
warmest thanks to our veterans of the Korean
war and say how proud I am to represent Staff
Sergeant Bach and his many fellow Korean
war veterans in New York’s 12th District. Our
nation is forever in their debt.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute
to a special service officer, Captain David
Moore, commander of Coast Guard Group
and Air Station Corpus Christi, who retires this
week.

Captain Moore is the model service officer
for the Coast Guard. In addition to just being
an outstanding man, he deals squarely with
whatever comes up, and he is a tireless advo-
cate for the United States Coast Guard and
the men and women who serve in his com-
mand.

This Coastie from the heartland (Iowa)
began his service with the U.S. Coast Guard
as a deck watch officer aboard the Coast
Guard lcebreaker Glacier, deployed to both
the Arctic and Antarctica, where he developed
a love of the earth’s polar regions. He later
earned his Naval aviator wings in Pensacola,
FL.

While stationed in Alabama, after his first
Coast Guard aviation tour, he was the oper-
ational commander for recovery operations
after the onslaught of Hurricane Frederick.
More importantly, while there, he met and
married the former Lisa Scott of Mobile, Ala-
bama.

Returning to the Arctic, Captain Moore was
stationed at Kodiak, Alaska. Following that, he
moved to Air Station San Francisco where he
deployed support to the Exxon Valdez cleanup
and responded to the San Francisco Bay Area
earthquake in 1988.

In 1994, he returned to Alaska, stationed at
Coast Guard Air Station Sitka, the area to

which he and Lisa will return upon his retire-
ment. In 1996, he went south again, this time
as chief of the Intelligence Division, Coast
Guard Pacific Area in Alameda, California. He
came to South Texas in 1998, assuming com-
mand of Group and Air Station Corpus Christi.

During his time in South Texas, he has
overseen a growth in the Coast Guard facili-
ties in Port Isabel/South Padre Island and was
the incident commander for Hurricane Brett
last year.

He is highly decorated; his personal awards
for service include: 4 Coast Guard Com-
mendation Medals, 4 Coast Guard Unit Com-
mendations, 6 Coast Guard Meritorious Unit
Commendations, a Navy Meritorious Unit
Commendation, 5 Humanitarian Service Med-
als and both the Arctic and Antarctica Service
Medals. Captain Moore has accumulated over
6,000 flight hours, and his flight accomplish-
ments include instructor pilot and chief of the
Training Division at the Aviation Training Cen-
ter in Mobile, AL.

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending this unique patriot as he and his wife
leave South Texas for life as civilians in Alas-
ka.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise in honor of the outstanding envi-
ronmental achievements of Lake County, Cali-
fornia. June 28th of this year will mark the
tenth consecutive year that the California Air
Resources Board has designated Lake County
as the only air district in California to attain all
state ambient air quality standards. This is a
great accomplishment for Lake County, as the
State of California’s Ambient Air Quality
Standards are far more stringent than Federal
standards, which makes this accomplishment
even more remarkable.

The attainment of these air standards is a
shared community achievement by the people
of Lake County. The agencies, industries and
individuals of this region have all contributed
to the superior air quality of Lake County.
There are many factors which have been in-
volved in Lake County’s success. All the best
available control technologies in the geo-
thermal, plastic fabrication and mining indus-
tries have been implemented. There has been
a massive retrofitting of older gasoline stations
and asphalt plants and a successful burn ban
has been invoked during the summer season
to decrease smog levels. Along with help from
the public, these projects have been key fac-
tors in Lake County’s continuous achievement
in meeting state air quality standards.

There are thirteen official air basins in the
state of California and the Lake County basin
is the only one which complies with all ten of
the state standards and has been the only one
able to do so on a consistent basis. By imple-
menting the Geyser’s Air Monitoring Program,
the Lake County Geyser industry has been
able to drastically reduce the naturally occur-
ring emissions of hydrogen sulfide gas, which
is a known air contaminant. Yet, these gey-

sers are still able to generate electricity for
nineteen power plants which themselves cre-
ate enough electricity to power 880,000
homes.

Mr. Speaker, it is proper that we honor the
people, industries. and government of Lake
County, California for their outstanding suc-
cess in creating a healthy environment. They
have been able to achieve standards of air
quality which all communities should strive for.
It is an honor for me to represent the people
of Lake County, first as their State Senator
and now as their Congressman. Through their
efforts they have created a community which
is both a safe and healthy place to live for all
its citizens.
f

CATHOLIC PRIEST MURDERED IN
INDIA

HON. DAN BURTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 27, 2000

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, a
publication entitled the Burning Punjab re-
ported recently that another priest was mur-
dered in India on Tuesday, June 6, 2000 by
militant Hindu fundamentalist extremists. He
was murdered in his mission near Mathura in
the state of Uttar Pradesh. The priest, Brother
George, was a 35-year-old member of the
Borivili order.

According to reports, the killers locked up
Brother George’s servant, broke into his room,
and beat him to death. The assailants quickly
escaped following the brutal attack. Because
the crime seems to form a pattern with a pre-
vious incident in which a priest and two nuns
were beaten in their rooms in Kosi Kalan,
many people are beginning to believe that this
act was the work of Hindu nationalist militants
associated with a branch of the RSS, the par-
ent organization of the ruling BJP. Several
Christian organizations in India, including the
All-India Catholic Union, the United Christian
Forum of Human Rights, and the All-India
Christian Council, have lodged strong protests
about the incident with the government. They
also condemned the attempt by the National
Human Rights Commission to minimize two
violent incidents against Christians in April.
Unless the National Human Rights Commis-
sion begins taking these incidents seriously, it
unfortunately will be regarded as a puppet for
the government.

Mr. Speaker, just recently I informed my col-
leagues that many people already believe that
the March massacre of 35 Sikhs at Chatti
Singhpora was the responsibility of govern-
ment forces. In fact, two separate investiga-
tions have already implicated Indian govern-
ment counterinsurgency forces in that brutal
massacre.

If we discover that these recent crimes have
been committed by this group of BJP militants
or government forces, India will have much
explaining to do to this Congress. In fact, they
should be held accountable for all their sense-
less actions. For years, I have been providing
this Congress with reports that the Indian gov-
ernment has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs
since 1984; 200,000 Christians in Nagaland
since 1947; more than 65,000 Kashmiri Mus-
lims since 1988; and tens of thousands of As-
samese, Manipuris, Tamils, and Dalits.
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